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that, owing to this monopoly of hospital appointments,
graduates are forced to join the corporations whether they
like it or not. I cannot see why a man who may have
distinguished himself at, say, the London University should
be forced to go up for a further examination at the College
of Physicians and pay an additional tax before he can have
one of these coveted appointments. Let there be, if desired,
a minimum age and a prohibition against partnership
and practice ot pharmacy. The governors of hospitals are
laymen who know little, and probably care less, about medical
qualifications. If they are told that the Membership ofthe College of Physicians is superior to the M.D. of a good
university, they will probably believe it, or at least take it
on trust. If the holder of a university uegree is not fit for
a hospital appointment, who should be fit ? And if he
cannot hold such an appointment, what is the use of his
education to him ? I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
April 29th, 1884. UNIVERSITY GRADUATE.
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON LODGE.
lb the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It does not appear to have been made plain that
any matriculated student of the University of London is a
member of that university, in the sense that he is eligible
for election into the University of London Lodge. From
this it will be gathered that undergraduates as well as
graduates may be initiated at the newly formed Lodge.
Yours faithfully,
April, 1834. ALFRED MEADOWS.
LIVERPOOL.
(From our o2vn Correspondent.)
THE LOCAL ABATTOIRS AND THEIR PROPOSED REMOVAL.
As noticed in THE LANCET some weeks ago, the site
of the Liverpool slaughter-houses has attracted much
local interest. At present they are situated in the very
centre of the city near large thoroughfares, surrounded
by dwelling-houses occupied by working men, and within a
short distance of the Royal Infirmary. Though admirably
managed, the various accessories of gut cleansing, &c., pro-
duce most offensive odours, perceptible at a considerable
distance, especially in hot weather. The lease of these pre- 
mises will expire in a few years, and as it was proposed to
renew the lease, the members of the profession have taken
action by holding a meeting, and waiting upon the mayor
with a memorial protesting against the retention of the
slaughter-houses in their present position. The medical
officer of health, Dr. Taylor, has found that the death-rate
of the abattoir district has varied from 40’5 in 1874 to 30’4
in 1879, and that the average for the past ten years has been
34 per 1000. During the same period the average death-
rate of the whole city has been 27’6 per 1000, while that of
two wtrds (Rodney and Abercromby) has been as low as
21’7. But it ought not to require any statistics to prove the
desirability of removing slaughter-houses from the centre to
the outside of the city.
EXHUMATIONS IN AN OLD CITY CHURCHYARD.
The churchyard of St. Nicholas, the oldest church in
Liverpool, was first used as a burial-place in 1361 for the
bodies of those who died of the "black plague," " Sudor
Anglicanus," or "sweating sickness," as it has been
variously termed. It was used more or less from that date
until 1854, when it was closed against all burials. To enable
the City Council to make some greatly needed alterations in
an adjacent thoroughfare, a considerable portion of the
churchyard is in process of removal. Ouly a small part of
the more aocient portion will be removed, the principal part
having been added to the original burial ground in 1749. So
far a very large number of remains, principally skeletons
with here and there a small portion of soft parts adhering,
have been removed without any accident and with very little
effluvia. Some leaden coffins have been found, both in
graves and vaults, in very fair preservation. The work is
being done with every care and decent regard to the feelings
of those who have friends interred there, who are permitted
to be present and to remove their remains where they wish.
All such bodies as are unclaimed are removed to a newly
formed cemetery about five miles distant. The work is
expected to occupy some ten months longer.
ACCIDENTAL POISONING AT SOUTHPORT.
Another case has to be added to the large number of
poisonings caused by accidentally swallowing liniments
instead of mixtures. In this case the victim was a married
woman who suffered from rheumatism, and for whom Dr,
Newsham prescribed a mixture, at the same time ordering a
liniment which contained belladonna. The latter had the
label "Poison" on each side of the bottle, and Dr. Newsbam
especially warned both the patient and her husband against
mistaking the two bottles. Nevertheless, her daughter, a
girl twelve years of age, gave her a tablespoonful of the
liniment, and in spite of every effort on the part of Drs.
Newsham and Vernon, she died in the course of an hour and
a half. The jury returned a verdict of "Death from misad-
venture," and recommended that liniments should be placed
in bottles of a different kind from those used for medicines.
TESTIMONIAL TO MR. EDGAR A BROWNE AND MR. SHEARS.
On April 23rd the members of Mr. Browne’s ophthalmic
class presented him with a testimonial, consisting of an
Early English clock in light oak case, with blue-and-white
china dial and plaques. Mr. Shears, the house-suigeon of
the Eye and Ear Infirmary, where the class was held, was at
the same time presented with a travelling timepiece, Dr.
Flinn presented the testimonials, which Messrs. Browne and
Shears acknowledged in feeling terms.
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MANCHESTER.
(From our own Correspondent.)
HOSPITAL AMBULANCE.
WE are about to make an experiment here in connexion
with hospital administration, taking as our copy what has
now been recognised as part of a hospital equipment on the
other side of the Atlantic-viz., the establishment of an
ambulance at the Royal Infirmary for the more prompt and
efficient removal to hospital of cases of accident. At the
last meeting of the Board of that charity it was decided to
do this, allusion being made to the fact that the system was
at the present time working satisfactorily in Liverpool. The
ambulance will be kept at the infirmary, and will be ready
at all hours for the removal of cases of emergency to the
infirmary. The details for its working have scarcely yet been
decided upon, but to make it complete, judging from the
experience of other places, it appears to be desirable to send
with it to each case a junior qualified man or senior student
to superintend the removal and render "first aid" to the
injured. It will probably take some little time before the
general public properly understand the purpose for which it
is kept, and that its use will be sought to remove any and
all cases of illness that may require treatment in hospital,
instead of those of real emergency for which it is intended.
Its working will be watched with considerable interest.
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY.
At the last meeting of the Court of Governors of the
Victoria University, an application was received from the
Council of University College, Liverpool, asking the
court for admission as an incorporated college of the uni-
versity, and the application was referred, in accordance
with the provisions ot the charter, to the council, to be by it
investigated and reported on. To the Liverpool Medical
School it is highly important that the recognition should not
be delayed, as at present it is considerably handicapped by
Manchester in the matter of medical degrees for its students,
and it is well known that it is the medical department of
University College that has been the most active in pushing
forward the completion of the required conditions for affilia-
tion. The medical department probably fulfils all the
necessary requirements so far as it alone is concerned, but
it is somewhat doubtful whether the other faculties of art,
science, and law do yet fulfil the requirements, and the
prevailing opinion here seems to be that its admission as one
of the colleges of the university is not quite so near at hand
as Liverpool could wish.
FIRES AT HOSPITALS.
Manchester has recently suffered somewhat more than
usual from large fires, and amongst them have been two
